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Many portfolio holders work and ma y be unavailable to answer calls at certain times. Pl ease leave a message if your call is unanswered.  

 

Office Bearers 2009-2010 
EXECUTIVE 

President Audrey Koosmen 0408 640 517 
president@hunterwildlife.org.au 

Vice President Jill Dean 0438 586 979 After 4pm & Weekends 
vicepresident@hunterwildlife.org.au 

Secretary VACANT secretary@ hunterwild life.org.au 

Treasurer Julie Wilkinson 0409 548 1 19 
treasurer@hunterwildlife.org.au 

COMMITTEE 
   

Lisa Lowe 0402 852 931 Judy Valler 4982 8766 

Chris Neville 0427 745 370 Anne Williams 0407 980 963 

Ben Woolley 0417 472 971   

The NATF Inc Management Committee meets monthly exc ept in the month of January 

PORTFOLIO 
  

Disaster Coordinator Audrey Koosmen 0408 640 51 7 

Education Neridah Smith 0410 607 066 

Enclosures/Materials Julie Wilkinson 0409 548 1 1 9 

Fauna Database Sandra Penman faunadata@hunterwildlife.org.au 

Fundraising Ben Woolley 0417 472 971 

Membership Officer Yvonne Hawkins 0431 105 636 

Mentor Officer Neridah Smith 0410 607 066 

New Members Officer Yvonne Hawkins 0431 105 636 

Newsletter Editor Peter Jones newsletter@hunterwildlife.org.au 

Phone Roster Coordinator Elizabeth Neville 6574 5370 

Public Officer Julie Wilkinson 0409 548 1 1 9 

Publicity Audrey Koosmen 0408 640 51 7 

0431 556 446 RSPCA Roster – Rutherford 

RSPCA Roster – Tighes Hill 

Donna Quinn 

Rochelle Wood 0405 066 543 

Uniform Officer Jan Hughes 4998 1085 

Vet Liaison Leanne Hines 0402 029 237 

Workshop Officer Audrey Koosmen 0408 640 517 

Native Animal Trust Fund Inc 

Voluntary Wildlife Rescue & Rehabilitation 

Wildlife Rescue Service 
0418 628 483 or 0418 NAT IVE 

PO Box 1052 Toronto 2283 
www.hunterwildlife. org. au 



 

 

 

 

 

Species Coordinators 
Please notify the relevant coordinators  immediately after rescue  

* denotes head coordinator 

Ben Woolley 0429 954 376 
Lisa Lowe 0402 852 931 
Michelle Wilkinson-Beards 0428 655 495 

 

Birds – General 
Cessnock/Maitland 
Lake Macquarie 
Port Stephens 

Sea/Oceanic Birds 
*Audrey Koosmen 0408 640 51 7 
Trudy Fennell 0425 286 430 

Water Birds 
Refer to General Bird Coordinators 

Raptors 
Jill Dean 0438 586 979 

Pelicans 
Trudy Fennell 0425 286 430 

Gliders 
*Audrey Koosmen 0408 640 51 7 
Jill Dean 0438 586 979 
Yellow-bellied & Greater Gliders to be reported to 
coordinators immediately 

 

Snakes, Lizards & Land Turtles 

Wayne Gribble 0406 537 877 

Sea Turtles 
*Audrey Koosmen 0408 640 517 
Trudy Fennell 0425 286 430 

Frogs 
Wayne Gribble 0406 537 877 

Wombats 
Elizabeth Neville 6574 5370 
Zanita Johnson 0412 154 888 

Koalas 
Audrey Koosmen 0408 640 517 

 

Possums 
Cessnock/Maitland Elizabeth Neville 6574 5370 
Lake Macquarie/Newcastle Lisa Lowe 0402 852 931 
Paterson/surrounding area Chrissy Cabot 4938 5465 
Port Stephens Kathy Yeo 4982 0699 

  Macropods 
Cessnock Jan Hughes 4998 1085 
Maitland/Paterson/Dungog/ Chrissy Cabot 4938 5465 
Port Stephens 
Lake Macquarie/Newcastle Elizabeth Neville 6574 5370 

Micro Bats 
Ann & Ray Williams 0407 980 963 

Platypus 
*Audrey Koosmen 0408 640 517 
Jill Dean 0438 586 979 

Bandicoots, Dasyurids (excluding 
quolls) & Native Rodents 
* Jill Dean 0438 586 979 

Disaster Contact Numbers  

 

Flying Foxes  
*Sandra Penman 0410 532 503 
Orphaned Flying Foxes 
Janice Brown 0412 266 015 

Echidnas 
*Audrey Koosmen 0408 640 517 
Trudy Fennell 0425 286 430 

Quolls 
*Audrey Koosmen 0408 640 51 7 
Jill Dean 0438 586 979 

In case of fire, flood, or any other disaster which may 
affect native animals, please phone these emergency 
contacts: 

AUDREY KOOSMEN 0408 640 517 
CHRISSY CABOT 4938 5465 
WAYNE GRIBBLE 0406 537 877 



 

 

Newsletter Editor Search & Rescue 
 

 

 

 

 

Each newsletter aims to keep members updated on 
various activities within the group and also to provide 
new, interesting or updated information on wildlife 
rehabilitation topics. All members are encouraged to 
send in articles, research, resources, interesting facts, 
case reports, stories and pictures relating to the 
rehabilitation of our native fauna. If you have read or 
used any resources you have found useful for wildlife 
rehab, please send the details to be included in the 
newsletter so other members can make use of them. 
These could include internet sites, books or articles. 
Please send all relevant articles and information by the 
deadlines provided below. 

 
Peter Jones 
Newsletter Editor 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINES 

Articles/Reports  Executive  Newsletter  
arrive by: approval by: released: 

05/06/09 12/06/09 Winter 2009 

04/09/09 14/09/09 Spring 2009 

04/12/09 11/12/09 Summer 2009 

05/05/10 12/03/ 10 Autumn 2010 

The NATF Wildlife Rescue Service Disaster Relief 
Team operates search and rescue of distressed and 
injured wildlife after natural disasters including 
bushfires, storms, oil spills or heat waves. Where 
possible, preventative measures such as heat stress 
relief in local Flying Fox colonies is also undertaken. 

The NATF website will hold details of any current 
disasters, contact persons, assistance required and 
meeting locations. If you are interested to assist in 
disaster relief please regularly visit the website for 
disaster updates and information. 

 

 

The following list of pet shops offer a 
discount to NATF members upon 
presentation of your membership card 
when purchasing items for wildlife 
rehabilitation. If you know of other 
suppliers offering a discount to members, 

please inform the newsletter editor so they can be added to 
the list. 

Argy Pets - 10% discount 
392 Lake Road Argenton 

 
PETstock - 5% discount 

2/387 Hillsborough Road Warners Bay 

Newsletter Editor contact details: 

Peter Jones  

1110/1 Kings Cross Rd Rushcutters Bay 2011 
newsletter@hunterwildlife.org.au or 9331 1397 

Treasurer’s Report 
10/02/09 to 07/09/09 

Accounts Balance 

Newsletter Distribution 

Due to increasing costs, this will be the last newsletter 
posted by mail to members. In future, the quarterly 
newsletter will be sent to member's email addresses 
and will be accessible via the NATF Wildlife Rescue 
Service home page on www.hunterwildlife.org.au.If you 
do not have access to a computer, please liaise with 
another member to download it on your behalf. 

General Account (actual figure 
without DECC & Volunteer grant 
money) 

Friends Account 

$3,182.00 

$6,441.00 

Grant Money Balance $21,709.00 

Term Deposit $6,398.34 

Koala Funds $1,552.22 

Addition to Constitution 

At the Special General Meeting held in August it was 
voted to change the constitution to include in Section 3
the Objective: 

 
(h) To provide fauna data for the protection and 
enhancement of the natural environment. 

 
As well as to allow for monthly meetings to be held 
when required. A copy of the reviewed Constitution is 
on the members’ login section of the website. 

NATF General Meetings  
NATF Inc. General meetings will be held 
on the 3 rd Tuesday of the month, in the 
months of March, June, September & 

December. 

Meetings are held at the Hunter Wetlands  
Centre, Shortland. 

Meetings commence at 7.30pm. 

Scheduled meetings for remainder of 2009  
are: 15 th September & 16 th December 



 

 

 
organisation of events or to man stalls on the day. 
Please contact Jill Dean on 4946 1090 or by email: 
vicepresident@hunterwildlife.org.au 

The busy season is again with us. Thank you to 
everyone from our rescuers/carers/phone operators 
and our vets, and to anyone helping out there for the 
great support, help and service you are all providing to 
our fauna. 

 
Fire season is also with us and the NATF Disaster 
Team has been activated in search & rescue on 
several fire grounds to assist distressed, injured and 
burnt fauna. Sadly, many have been found dead with 
only a few coming into care. Please remember when 
there is a fire you need to call in if you are able to 
assist. 

 
The NATF newsletter will from now on only go out by 
email to members or can be downloaded from the 
NATF Website. This will be our last newsletter sent by 
snail mail. This is a way of moving with the times and 
also saving postage costs. I would like to give special 
thanks to Energy Australia for their ongoing support in 
printing our newsletter for many years with very 
special thanks to Steve from department. If you have 
not provided your email address please do so to the 
Newsletter Officer Peter Jones so you can receive 
your next newsletter, or you will need to go to the 
NATF website to access it. 

 
Robyn Burgman after many years of coordinating 
possums has decided to resign due to her workplace 
job. It was not an easy decision for Robyn as she has 
a wealth of knowledge on possums and of course is 
still happy to share with anyone. I would like to thank 
Robyn for the time given as a coordinator. Robyn will 
still be caring for fauna and be involved in NATF where 
she can be. 

 
You will see a few changes in possum coordinating 
with new names in different areas. I thank and 
welcome new coordinators aboard. Speaking of 
coordinators again it is very important that we all report 
into a Species Coordinator once we have rescued an 
animal to have that animal recorded and for 
placement. Many members are not doing this 
(reporting) so the placement of animals is not working 
at present. Please, we all have to do this. 

 
While speaking on reporting many are still not sending 
in fauna data sheets monthly. Please do so, we need 
that data, it is so important. 

 
Audrey Koosmen. 

NATF Information Day 

NATF Wildlife Rescue Information 
Day: 21 st March 2010 

The NATF Wildlife Rescue Service was successful in 
gaining a grant from Newcastle City Council to hold a 
Wildlife Rescue Information Day at the Hunter 
Wetlands Centre, Shortland. We are calling for 
members who can assist in any way with the 

We need members to assist in one or more of the 
following areas: 

 
Promotional Team: to help get the message out to 
people in the Hunter. 

�  to draft promotional flyers for distribution 
�  to disseminate information using media 

outlets such as newspaper advertising, 
pamphlet distribution to key areas such as 
Councils, Tourist Information, online 
advertising etc 

Children Activities team to develop and organise 
activities for children such as 

·  face painting 
·  puppet show 
·  craft activities 
·  show bags 
·  and any other activities you can think of 

Wildlife Rescue information & education talks and 
demonstrations to be conducted throughout the 
day. 

Any other ideas that will promote the NATFInc

Wildlife Rescue Service and inform the public of the 
wonderful work conducted by the members. 

If you can help in any small way, either in organisation 
or on the day, please contact Jill Dean on 4946 1090 or 
by email: vicepresident@hunterwildlife.org.au. We 
need your support to make this a highly successful 
event. 

 
Jill Dean 

Fuel Voucher Assistance 

The NATF Inc Wildlife Rescue Service wishes to thank
the Australian Government, Department of Families, 
Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs 
for the $5000 grant to support its volunteers. The grant 
will support the welfare of volunteers while undertaking 
training and promotional activities through purchasing 
items such as a fridge, urn and shade marquee as well 
some assistance with fuel/petrol costs for
 rescuers and rehabilitators. 

 
To go into the draw to receive a $50.00 fuel voucher, 
members will need to submit their fauna data sheets at
the end if each month to the Database Officer, either by 
email (faunadata@hunterwildlife.org.au) or post. If data 
is posted, a stamped self-addressed envelope must be 
included. (To: Sandra Penman, 61 Appletree Rd. 
Holmesville 2286). 

 
If you are a rescuer who may not have fauna in care 
long enough to be required to complete data sheets, 



 

 

 
please feel free to nominate yourself by sending a 
blank datasheet marked “Rescuer Only” with a 
stamped self-addressed envelope to the Database 
Officer to be included in the draw. 

 
This offer will commence in March and is available for 
2009 only. All recipients will be acknowledged in the 
quarterly newsletter. 

Congratulations 
The following members have won a $50.00 fuel Gift 
Voucher to assist with expenses associated with 
rescue and/or rehabilitation of wildlife. To be eligible to 
receive a voucher, ensure your fauna data and 
stamped addressed return envelope is returned 
monthly to the Fauna Data Base Officer: Sandra 
Penman 61 Appletree Rd HOLMESVILLE 2286 or 
faunadata@hunterwildlife.org.au. 

 
July: Kathy de Krey, Lian Clarke and Jan Hughes 
August: Zane Dean and Terry Perkins September: 
Noel & Sue Swain, Sandy Starbuck and Jason 
Hodges. 

Photo Competition 

Calling on members to share any photos of 
rescued/rehabilitated fauna. Photos will be used for 
promotional activities and to help keep the website 
current. Please forward any photos to 
vicepresident@hunterwildlife.org.au. The best photo 
depicting the work of NATFInc Wildlife Rescue Service, 
will receive a $50.00 petrol voucher. Two runners up 
will each receive a copy of the Cassowaries DVD. 
Photos must depict wildlife in the care of members of 
NATFInc Wildlife Rescue Service. Winners will be 
announced in the Summer newsletter edition, so get 
your entries in by 1st December 2009. 

Newsletter by email 

To receive the newsletter by email please email the 
newsletter editor at newsletter@hunterwildlife.org.au 
with your full name and email address. 

Mammal Extinction Risk 

One in five species of Australian mammals is at risk of 
extinction. Of 388 species of mammals found naturally 
in Australia, 78 are listed as vulnerable, endangered or 
extinct in the wild, according to the The Numbers Of 
Living Species In Australia And The World report, 
released 30th September 2009. 

 
Daily Telegraph 30th September 2009. 

The NATF extents a warm 
welcome all new members 

Rescuer/carer appro val 
process 

1. Your application is approved 
2. You attend the Introduction to NATF and Basic 

Rescue & Handling of Native Fauna Workshop. 
This is a 2 day workshop run over a Saturday and 
Sunday. At the successful completion of these 
courses you may be approved to be a rescuer. 

3. To become a carer you will need to attend further 
workshops to be trained in caring for the specific 
species of interest. Your facilities will need to be 
inspected and approved for wildlife rehabilitation 
use. 

4. You are placed on probation and a mentor will be 
appointed to assist you through this time. The New 
Membership Officer will follow up your training. 
Please Note: 
·  You are not activated as an approved 

rescuer/carer until the above four steps are 
met. 

·  At all times you are to report to the species 
coordinator once you have rescued any fauna. 

·  Only approved rescuers and carers are 
insured with the NATF. 

NA TF on Facebook 

Kristy Wheeldon has started up a Facebook group for 
the NATF that anyone can join. 

 
It currently has 93 members consisting of people who 
are both members of the NATF and members of the 
general public and associated organisations who want 
to voice their support. 

 
It is a good fun way to spread the word about the group 
and a free way for people who want to show support 
but can't afford to financially or time wise. 

 
The page can be viewed at: 
http://www.facebook. com/group. 
php?gid=3175401844 1 

Meet the Cassowary 

The strangest bird in the 
forest - New on DVD 
SRP: $19.95 

 
Filmed in high definition, Bianca 
Keeley’s Cassowaries tells the
 action-packed, 
heartfelt story of the 

cassowaries of Northern 
Australia struggling to survive after a one in 50 
year cyclone destroyed their rainforest homes, 
while revealing for the first time the natural hist ory 
of the magnificent, wild, endangered Southern 
Cassowary.  



 

 

 

 

A prehistoric, six-foot creature moves stealthily through 
the ancient rainforest…a blazing, multicoloured neck 
flashes in the forest gloom before one of the world’s 
most bizarre and deadly birds majestically appears -
the Southern Cassowary. In a stunning landscape 
where the rainforest meets the reef Cassowaries takes 
you on an intimate journey inside the rarely seen world 
of the cassowary. These flightless giants can weigh up 
to 85kg, swim across crocodile-infested rivers and run 
at 40 kph…these are no ordinary birds! 
 
The cassowary is not all power and strength; the male 
cassowary is one of Nature’s greatest fathers. After the 
female has laid her 4-6 giant green eggs, she’ll leave 
the male with all the incubating and parenting duties, 
while she heads off to find another mate. The journey of 
the father cassowary and his young chicks is intimate 
and touching as we explore behaviour rarely seen and 
never-filmed before. The adorable, vulnerable, tiny 
chicks have much to learn and there are predators all 
around. 
 
With an ever-decreasing and fragmented habitat many 
birds are now living in territories bordering on coastal 
towns like Mission Beach. And in 2006 things got a 
whole lot worse for the Cassowaries of Mission Beach. 
A devastating cyclone destroyed their forest homes and 
with no food the starving cassowaries were forced onto 
the streets and into people’s backyards. Queensland 
Parks and Wildlife rangers, lead by charismatic wildlife 
manager Scott Sullivan, race to save the birds from 
starvation and the perils of suburbia….but many birds 
fall victim cars and dogs. 
 
The rangers must also protect the public from 
aggressive cassowaries who are demanding food. 
Cassowary relocations are heart-stopping, dangerous 
and action-packed. In the months following Cyclone 
Larry, Scott’s team are busy relocating wild 
cassowaries and rehabilitating orphan cassowary 
chicks so they can be released back into the wild. With
as few as 1500 cassowaries left in the wild in Australia, 
every bird counts. 
 
Cassowaries screened on ABC1 in July 2009, and 
rated at nearly one million viewers (919,000). Release 
Date: September 3rd 2009 For more information please 
contact: David Gillett at ABC DVD on (02) 8333 3930 
Email: gillett.david@abc.net.au or Katie Hull at 
Roadshow Entertainment on (02) 9552 8627 Email: 
katie_hull@roadshow.com.au 
 
David Gillett from the ABC has kindly donated 3 copies
of the DVD. These will be given to members as prizes 
in the newsletter. 

Endangered species 
profile: Regent Honeyeater 

Anthochaera phrygia — 
Regent Honeyeater. There is 
an estimate population of 800-
2000 birds. With so few birds 
remaining in the wild, the 
maintenance of the entire 
population is crucial for the  

long-term survival of the species. 

The distribution of the Regent Honeyeater is severely 
fragmented. In NSW they are now largely absent from 
many areas where it was formerly distributed, Breeding 
occurs at just three main locations: the Capertee 
Valley, NSW; the Bundarra-Barraba area, NSW; and 
around Chiltern,Victoria. In some years, breeding also 
occurs in areas surrounding these key sites, e.g. in the 
Upper Hunter Valley region. 

 
The fragmentation of habitat is capable of affecting the
species on a broad scale. In addition, the fragmentation 
of woodland habitats may also have allowed 
populations of large, aggressive honeyeaters (e.g. 
friarbirds Philemon and miners Manorina) to expand, 
resulting in competition for food and for nestsites. 

Recovery Actions Completed: Timber extraction, 
grazing and mining are now prohibited at important 
sites that are used regularly by the Regent Honeyeater. 
There is ongoing monitoring of the breeding 
populations and there is ongoing analysis of existing 
and new records to determine whether any changes 
have occurred in distribution. A captive breeding 
program has been established successfully. In addition, 
a range of mechanisms have been employed to protect 
known and potential foraging and breeding habitat; 
these measures include threatened species legislation, 
controls on the clearance of vegetation, the inclusion of 
management prescriptions into codes of practice for the 
forestry industry, and voluntary actions including 
conservation agreements, covenants, and the 
implementation of Land for Wildlife schemes. 
There is a new recovery action plan in preparation for 
the Regent Honeyeater. A number of projects have 
received Government funding grants for conservation 
and recovery work benefiting this bird. This includes a 
Central Coast Regent Honeyeater Volunteer receiving 
$10, 815 of funding through the Threatened Species 
Network Community Grants for habitat assessment to 
ensure the availability of long-term winter resources. 

 

Silkworms 

Anyone interested in farming silkworms as live food 
please send a return stamped addressed envelope to 
NATF Farming Live Food, PO Box 1052, Toronto 
NSW 2283. Basic requirement: Access to an 
abundance of mulberry leaves. 

 
Jill Dean 

Fauna Data Sheets 
 

Send your data sheets in at the end of 
each month to: Sandra Penman 

61 Appletree Road Holmesville 2286 
OR 

faunadata@hunterwildlife.org.au  



 

 

 

 

Queens land  
koa las  ' n e a r  
ex t inc t ion '  

Benny wombat came into care 
on 22/7/2009 from 
Martinsville.He had been in his 
dead mothers pouch for about 3 
days before being found. He 
weighed 
171 g, he was cold and very 
dehydrated. Zanita took him in 
and warmed him before 
transferring him up to me at 
Bulga. 
 
He lost 20grams in the first week. I thought we may 
lose him but he started to gain weight and his 
colouring improved, and since then he has been 
powering ahead. Benny is now 700g and a fat healthy 
little wombat. There has been lots of sleepless nights, 
tears and worry but all worthwhile. In about 12months 
time there will be more sleepless nights, tears and 
worry when he goes for release. 
 
Thank you to everyone involved in Benny's rescue. 
 
Elizabeth Neville 
Wombat Coordinator 

AAP on September 25, 2009 
http://www. news. com . au/story/0, 27574, 
26123039-29277,00.html <Accessed 25/09/09> 
 
CONSERVATIONISTS say koalas are on the brink of 
extinction in southeast Queensland and more needs to 
be done to protect them. Hundreds of protesters are 
expected to rally in Brisbane and March on Parliament 
House at noon (AEST) today to raise awareness of the 
plight of the marsupials.
 
Rally spokeswoman Carolyn Beaton said there had 
been 25,000 recorded koala deaths in southeast 
Queensland - the fastest growing region in Australia - 
over the past decade.
 
Ms Beaton said rapid development in other parts of the 
country, particularly along the east coast, was also 
threatening koala habitat.
 
"This rally will show our politicians, and indeed the 
world, that Australia does care about its wildlife and 
we, as Australians, will not stand by and let the rest of 
our koalas be wiped out," she said in a statement. 

Meanwhile, the Queensland Government today 
announced it would protect 5.6 hectares of stateowned
 koala habitat at Alexandra Hills. 

 
State Climate Change Minister Kate Jones said the 
land, located on Windemere Road and of high 
commercial value, would be handed over to Redland 
City Council. 

 
The Government is currently drafting a state planning 
policy aimed at protecting koalas to halt declining 
numbers and recently completed a koala mapping 
project. 

Koala Carers Needed 
We are in the need o f  koala carers.  Please 

contact  me i f  you have an in teres t  in  
koa las o r  w i s h  to  know m o r e .  

Thank you, Audrey 

Buy/sel/s wap/gi vea way 

Have something for sale, to give away, swap or to find 
related to wildlife caring/rehabilitation? Why not post it 
here? Contact the newsletter editor with items you 
would like posted here. 

 
Food Share 
Also if anyone uses Wombaroo for possums and birds 
and wants to food share I would be interested. Michelle 
4981 9422 (One Mile Beach). 

Linen 
Judy Morgan has old linen to give to give away her 
contact number is 4984 6550. 

Mealworms 
I have an abundance of meal-worms at the moment 
that I am happy to supply free to any NATF member 
who needs them. I am also happy to provide advice on 
establishing meal worm farm as it a cheap and easy 
project. The free meal worms are pick up only and 
members can ring my mobile to make collection 
arrangements. Annette Ewins – Traviss 0411288545. 

Cages: Cage 1 - $20 

 
800mm x 600mmx x600mm 
Sliding front door. NO roof/top 

Cage 3: 1000mm wide x 1200mm height x 500mm 
deep. Used for hand raised possums before going into 
aviary. $20. 

Pick up only, from Fennell Bay. Call Peter 0411 230 
646 to arrange pick up. 

Cage 2 - $10 

 
Carry Cage 



 

 

 

Fauna Count 
to  

 date for 2009   

BLACK FLYING FOX 1  SULFUR CRESTED COCKATOO 13 
GREY HEADED FLYING FOX 34  AUSTRALIAN HOBBY 5 
LITTLE RED FLYING FOX 1  BARN OWL 14 
MICROBAT 11  BLACK SHOULDERED KITE 4 
BEARDED DRAGON 2  BOOBOOK OWL 9 
TAWNY FROGMOUTH 95  GREY GOSHAWK 2 
KOOKABURRA 62  NANKEEN KESTREL 2 
MAGPIE LARK PEREGRINE FALCON 

 
17  

 
4 

MAGPIE 47  POWERFUL OWL 4 
AZURE KINGFISHER 4  SPARROW HAWK 1 
BLACK FACE CUCKOO SHRIKE 4  WEDGE TAILED EAGLE 4 

 BOWER BIRD 3  CORMARANT 2 
BROWN CUCKOO DOVE 2  FAIRY PRION 3 
BUTCHER BIRD 8  FLUTTERING SHEARWATER 1 
CHANNELL BILL CUCKOO 2  GANNETT 14 
CICADA BIRD 1  GOULDS PETREL 3 
CRESTED PIGEON 31  GIANT SOUTHERN PETREL 2 
CURRAWONG 8  SHEARWATER 14 
DOLLAR BIRD 8  SILVER GULL 2 
EASTERN SPINEBILL 1  SOOTY TERN 3 
EGRET 2  FAIRY PENGUIN 16 
FANTAIL CUCKOO BLACK SWAN 

 
2  

 
3 

FIG BIRD 3  GREBE 1 
GREEN BACKED ORIEL 1  HERRON 1 
GREY BUTCHERBIRD 1  PACIFIC BLACK DUCK 11 

 
GREY HERON 

2  PELICAN 59 
HONEYEATER 2  PURPLE SWAMP HEN 5 
KING QUAIL 1  WOOD DUCK 13 
KINGFISHER 10  BLUE TONGUE LIZARD 32 
KOEL 9  EASTERN LONGNECK TURTLE 9 
LEWINS RAIL 1  GREE TREE FROG 1 
NOISY MINOR 22  PERONS TREE FROG 1 
ORIOLE 4  STRIPED MARSH FROG 1 
PALLID CUCKOO 1  KOALA 56 
PARDELOTE 1  GOANNA 1 
PHEASANT COUCAL 1  EASTERN WATER DRAGON 3 
PLOVER 5  EASTERN GREY KANGAROO 45 
RAVEN 1  RED NECKED WALLABY 50 
RED WATTLEBIRD 1  SWAMP WALLABY 12 
REGENT BOWERBIRD WALLAROO 

 
2  

 
5 

SACRED IBIS 1  NATIVE RAT 2 
SACRED KINGFISHER 5  BANDICOOT 25 
SATIN BOWERBIRD 2  ECHIDNA 26 

  SILVEREYE 2  PHASCOGALE 2 
SPINEBILL 2  MARSUPIAL MOUSE 1 
TREE CREEPER 2  ANTECHINUS 2 
WATTLE BIRD 6  BRUSHTAIL POSSUM 135 
WELCOME SWALLOW 4  FEATHER TAIL GLIDER 25 
WHITE HEADED PIGEON 1  GREATER GLIDER 1 
WILLY WAGTAIL 3  YELLOW BELLIED GLIDER 1 
WOMPOO DOVE 1  SQUIRREL GLIDER 7 
YELLOW FACED HONEYEATER 1  RINGTAIL POSSUM 132 
BLACK COCKATOO 2  SUGAR GLIDER 7 
CORELLA BROWN SNAKE 

 
7  

 
1 

CRIMSON ROSELLA 1  DIAMOND PYTHON 14 
EASTERN ROSELLA 33  GOLDEN CROWN SNAKE 2 
GALAH 20  GREEN TREE SNAKE 4 

 
GRASS PARROT 

2  RED BELLY BLACK SNAKE 13 
KING PARROT 8  SMALL EYED SNAKE 1 
LITTLE CORELLA 4  WHIP SNAKE 2 



 

 
 

MUSK LORIKEET 5 FLAT BACK TURTLE 1 
RAINBOW LORIKEET 71 

 
GREEN SEA TURTLE 11 

RED RUMP PARROT 1 LOGGERHEAD TURTLE 5 
SCALEY BREASTED LORIKEET 10 

 
WOMBAT 15 

TOTAL WILDLIFE INTO CARE = 1474 

With this calendar year quickly drawing to a close, this rescue number seems below average. Please submit any 
outstanding data sheets for 2009 immediately for inclusion in NPWS annual report. All data sheets are to be sent to 
Sandra Penman 61 Appletree Road Holmesville NSW 2286 or email jaspen1@bigpond.net.au. 
 
Please ensure all the relevant information is supplied such as species, rescue location and date, and also accurate 
release location and date. 
 
If you require an electronic version of the datasheet, please contact us and one will be emailed to the address you 
specify. 
 
Keep up the good work, 
Sandra and John Penman 

 

 

Moorebank is a family owned & operated bouti que vineyard estate on Palmers Lane Pokolbin. Producing a range of 
wines grown using sustainable v i t icul tura l  prac t ices .  Also a range of handmade condiments such as the famous 
Sp icy Grape Sauce, Grape & Moorebank Semilon Spread & Muscat Grape Topp ing, which come from an old family 
vineyard rec i pe of Debra's 102 year old grandmother, along with Sp ice Pickled Grapes & the ever popular fresh 
handmade lemonade syrup. Other products include Orange & Chardonnay Spread; C h i l i  Capsicum Spread; Spicy 
Tomato Sauce & Country Garden Pickle Pas te .  
 
Cal in & taste all of these wines & condiments for a celebration of the senses, feel free to stay for a p icnic & pat & feed 
the pet lambs, look at the kangaroos & their joeys along with geese & their goslings .  
 
For a l  NATF members & supporters Moorebank would like to g ive you a free fresh handmade lemonade syrup valued 
@ $14.90 with any purchase. I would also like to take this opportunity to show some appreciation for a l  everyone at 
NATF does to look after our valuable Australian wild l i f e .  May God bless you a l .  
 
Moorebank Vineyard Estate Palmers Lane Pokolbin 10am-5pm 7 days except Christmas Day & Boxing Day 02 4998 
7610 
www.moorebankvineyard.com.au grapes@moorebankvineyard.com.au 



 

 

 

 

 

STOCKTON SAND DUNES 
NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY 

GREAT FAMILY DAY OUT 
A GREAT WAY TO USE YOUR 4WD SAFELY AND HASSEL FREE 

3 X NOMINATED BEST TOURIST ATTRACTION IN PORT STEPH ENS 
SANDBOARDING INCLUDED 

PASSENGER TOURS AVAILABLE 
OWNER OPERATOR 

PHONE BRUCE OR NICOLE 
02 49846112 OR 0411 296 288 

Website www.4wdtour.com.au  or Email info @ 4wdtour.com.au  

 

E n e r gy  A u s t r a l i a  f o r  t h e i r  o n go i n g s u p p o r t  
i n  

p r i n t i n g o u r  n e w s l e t e r  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s .  A  
v e r y  

s p e c i a l  t h a n k s  t o  S t e v e .  
 

g

Thank you notice sponsor ed y 
b 

 



 

  

 

 

Book Reviews 

 
 

 

Heron, Egrets & Bitterns: The ir 
biology & conservation in 
Australia 
Neil McKilligan 
ISBN: 0643091335 
Publish Date: 2005 

This is the first book to deal 
exclusively with the Australian 
members of the Family Ardeidae 
(herons, egrets and bitterns). It gives 
a comprehensive, easy-to-read 
account of their origins, classification 
and biology, and explains the 
features that distinguish them from 
other birds. 
 
The book devotes a major chapter to 
the 14 Australian species, covering 
their distribution and movements, 
feeding, breeding, population 
dynamics and conservation. 
 
A final chapter on population and 
conservation provides a useful 
summary of the present status of the 
Australian herons, some of whom are 
thriving and others who are in a very 
precarious position. 

Shorebirds of Australia 
A. Geering, L. Agnew & S. Harding 
ISBN: 9 7 8 0 6 4 3 0 9 2 2 6 6  

Publ i sh  D a t e :  June 2007 
 
This book brings together the latest 
information about the evolution, 
ecology and behaviour of shorebirds 
and how they are distributed in 
Australia. Complete with colour 
photographs and up-to-date 
distribution maps, it provides 
descriptions and tips to assist with 
the identification of all species of 
shorebird in Australia, which 
comprise about 10 per cent of 
Australia’s total avifauna. In addition 
to information about their habitats, 
the most significant threats to their 
existence are mentioned, as well as 
actions in place to help conserve 
these birds. 

The Slater Field Guide to 
Australian Birds 
P. Slater, P. Slater & R. Slater 
ISBN: 9781877069635 
Publish Date: October 2009 

Wildlife of Australia  
L. Egerton & J. Lochman 
ISBN: 9781 741 1 49975 
Publish Date: September 2009 
 
Many members of Australia's wildlife 
live nowhere else on Earth. They are 
unique, the result of evolution on a 
continent that has been 
geographically isolated from the rest 
of the world for 38 million years. 
Wildlife of Australia is an account of 
how these animals have developed in 
response to changing climates and 
habitats. It describes their day-to-day 
habits, where they live, how they find 
partners and care for their young and 
how they protect themselves and find 
themselves food and shelter. 
 
Superbly illustrated with over 550 
colour photographs by renowned 
wildlife photographer Jiri Lochman, 
the book also contains a list of 
scientific names, good zoos and 
wildlife parks, useful websites and 
books and a comprehensive 
glossary. Wildlife of Australia reveals 
the fascinating worlds of the animals 
that live all around us on this ancient 
land but remain largely unnoticed. 

Books available from CSIRO on http://www.publish.csiro.au/nid/18.htm 

 

Stockton Bight Dune Operators 
Association Incorporated. 
Maintaining Sustainable Access onto Stockton Bight 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NATF Wildlife Rescue Service 
2009 Workshop Calendar 

February 15th 
Adult Birds – all species 
An information session for all bird carers 
to be involved in sharing their knowledge. 
If you have attended a bird training day 
previously it is asked you still attend this 
training day. All NATF bird carers who 
have not attended a bird training course 
are expected to attend this workshop. All 
bird carers are welcome to upgrade and 
share your skills. Numbers limited so 
please book early. 
Dr Anne Fowler 
Hunter Wetland Centre 
$22.00 
Closing date February 6t h  

March 8t h  

Possums – all species 
It is expected that all possum carers who 
have not attended possum training within 
the previous two years will attend this 
workshop. 
Dr Anne Fowler 
Hunter Wetland Centre 
$22.00 
Closing date February 27th 

April 19th 
Oiled Birds 
This workshop is for all bird carers to not 
only gain the knowledge and skills needed 
for an emergency oil spill but also to 
adequately treat the many single oiled 
birds which are received into NATF care. 
Dr Anne Fowler 
Venue to be advised 
$22.00 
Closing date April 10th: Register ASAP – if 
not enough interest course will be cancelled. 

May 3rd 

Macropods 
Presenter to be advised 
Venue to be advised 
$22.00 
Closing date April 24th 

May 17th 
Echidna, Bandicoots & Native 
Rodents 
Audrey Koosmen & Jill Dean 
Hunter Wetland Centre 
$22.00 
Closing date May 8t h  

June 28th 
Koala 
Presenter to be advised 
Venue to be advised 
$22.00 
Closing date June 15th 

July 5t h  

Reptiles & Frogs 
Dr Anne Fowler 
Hunter Wetland Centre 
$22.00 
Closing date June 26th 

September 20th 
Burn Treatment for all Native 
Fauna 
Dr Anne Fowler 
Hunter Wetland Centre 
$22.00 
Closing date September 17th 

September 27th 
Rearing Flying Foxes 
Janice Brown 
Hunter Wetland Centre 
$22.00 
Closing date July 10th 

October 25th 
Gliders 
Jill Dean 
Hunter Wetland Centre 
$22.00 Adults $5.00 Children 
Closing date October 16th 

November 22nd 
Macropods – Advanced Training 
Covers adults and young 
Finish time: 5pm 
Dr Derek Spielman 
$22.00 Adults $5.00 Children 
Closing date November 13th 

November 28th & 29th 
Snake & Reptile Rescue & 
Handling 
NATF Reptile Training Team 
VRA Centre Cessnock 
$22.00 for 2 days - both days to be 
attended. 
$5.00 - Refresher for NATF members 
only 
NO children or under 18 years allowed 
Wear: closed shoes, long pants and 
sleeves. 
$5.00 lunch per day – optional 
Closing date November 13th 

December 6th & 7th 

Introduction to NATF & NPWS 
and Basic Handling & Rescue 
NATF & NPWS 
Hunter Wetland Centre 
$22.00 Adults $5.00 Children 
Closing date November 27th 

Date TBA 
Microbats 
Anne Williams 
Venue TBA 
$22.00 Adults $5.00 Children 
Register your interest by contacting 
Anne on 0407 980 963 

Please Note:  

Children over the age of one (1) year are not permitted at 
workshops. Under 18yrs old who are part of a family 
membership and who remain under the supervision of the 
parent(s) at all times may attend workshops at a cost of 
$5.50 (excluding snake handling, bats and flying foxes or 
workshops nominated by the NATF Management 
Committee). Cost for children at the two day Introduction 
to NATF & NPWS and Basic Handling & Rescue is $5.00. 

 
Unless otherwise indicated you should register your 
arrival at the workshop by 9.15am. Workshops have a 
prompt start at 9.30am and finish at 4pm. 

 
Lunch options: For workshops held at the Hunter Wetland 
Centre there is a café on site or BYO food and 
refreshments. Morning and afternoon tea is provided at the 
Introduction to NATF & NPWS Workshops. For workshops 
held at NATF members’ property BYO food and 
refreshments. 

 
Introduction to NATF & DECC Workshops are for all new 

August 8th & 9t h  

Introduction to NATF & NPWS 
and Basic Handling & Rescue 
NATF & NPWS 
Hunter Wetland Centre 
$22.00 Adults $5.00 Children 
Closing date July 31st 

 
August 23rd 

Orphaned Birds – all species 
This workshop should be attended by all 
bird carers. 
Dr Anne Fowler 
Hunter Wetland Centre 
$22.00 
Closing date August 17th 



 

 
 

 

 

Workshop Registration Forms 
To apply for workshops please mail the registration form provided together with the appropriate fee by the indicated closing 
date to: The Workshop Officer PO Box 1052 Toronto 2283. Please make cheques/money orders payable to Native Animal 
Trust Fund Inc. 

 

Introduction to NATF & NPWS and Basic Handling & Re scue Workshop: 6 th & 7 th December 

Name/s Phone  

Address 

Signature  
Please find enclosed cheque/money order for $ ______ _________ being a non-refundable registration fee 

 Please detach and post with payment to The Workshop Officer PO Box 1052 Toronto 2283 

Advanced Macropod Workshop 
 
Advanced Macropod was cancelled on Sunday 18th October due to speaker being away. New date: 22nd November 
2009. Course will start at 9.30am sharp and finish 5pm. 

 
Speaker Dr Derek Spielman: Derek worked at Taronga Zoo Vet Clinic and is one of Australia's leading vets who has a 
huge amount of knowledge in all native wildlife. He currently conducts a wildlife treatment clinic for wildlife groups. 

 
Course to include: Injury, disease, illness drug use and medications (pain management, hydration, parasites and many 
more). An Autopsy will be conducted on the day. The course will cover young and adults macropods. 

 
All Macropod carers are asked to attend this day to upgrade knowledge and care management skills on macropod and to 
also hear a great speaker. Not to be missed please. 

 

Glider Workshop: 25 th October 

Signature  
Please find enclosed cheque/money order for $ ______ _________ being a non-refundable registration fee 

 Please detach and post with payment to The Workshop Officer PO Box 1052 Toronto 2283 

 

Advanced Macropod Workshop: 22 nd November 

Name/s Phone  

Address 

Signature  
Please find enclosed cheque/money order for $ ______ _________ being a non-refundable registration fee 

 Please detach and post with payment to The Workshop Officer PO Box 1052 Toronto 2283 

 

Snake & Reptile Handling & Rescue Workshop: 28 th & 29 th November 

Name/s Phone  

Address 

Signature  
Please find enclosed cheque/money order for $ ______ _________ being a non-refundable registration fee 

 Please detach and post with payment to The Workshop Officer PO Box 1052 Toronto 2283 

Address 

 

 

Phone  Name/s 

 

 



 

 

 

Uniforms 

I am currently working on having new safety vests made and printed. 
 
Polo and tee shirts are available for purchased in our green and white as before, only this time our rescue number will not 
be displayed on polo or tee shirts as the problem could arise as it did before with a number change. Also now available for 
purchase are white polo and tee shirts to be worn at Public Relations and fundraising stalls and displays. 
 
Please contact me after 6pm by telephone on 4998185 or email dhughes@activ8.net.au if you wish to inquire about 
uniforms or wish to place orders. Alternatively follow the process listed below. Please remember any uniform must be paid 
for when ordering and cheque or money order made out to NATF. 
 
Thank you all and any help or suggestions you may have please feel free to contact me. 
 
Happy caring 
Jan Hughes 
 
 
Please note that our uniforms can only be sold to activated carers and rescuers who have a current carer or rescuer 
number. Uniforms are to be worn to all vet visits, rescues and when involved in any food collection or fund raising. 
 
Ordering Process: 
 
1. Select items required from this menu. 

2. 
Item Size Price 
Sloppy Joe S, M, L, XL $35 
Polo Shirt S, M, L, XL $27 
Tee Shirt S, M, L, XL $19 
Caps One size fits all $16 

3. Fill in the order form below. 
 
4. Send completed uniform orders to Jan Hughes 10 Short Street Ellalong 2325. 

 
5. Send cheque/money order separately to the NATF mail box and made out to the NATF Inc. Address to 
Uniform – NATF Inc, PO Box 1052 Toronto 2283. 

__  Please detach and post with payment to The Workshop Officer PO Box 1052 Toronto 2283 

NATF Uniform Order 

Name: -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Address: ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Phone No: --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

NATF rescuer/carer authority card No: -------------------------------------------- 
 
Item Size Quantity Colouring Options – please indicate 

White letters on green shirt OR green letters on white shirt 
Price 

     
     
     
     
     
     

Postage – single item $5.00  
Postage – two or more items $7.00  

Total  
  



 

 OFFICE USE ONLY:Membership Officer to notify Newsletter Editor if applicant has nominated to receive the newletter by email  

 
 

 Membership Application 

Name: I am over 18 years:  Yes  No 
Name:  I am over 18 years:  Yes  No 
For Family Membership, list name and age of all children under 18 years: 
  

  

Address: 
 

 

Telephone Home: Mobile: 
Email:  
Would you like to receive our quarterly newsletter? 
Email  No newsletter _____________ thank you  (newsletter also available from website 
www.hunterwildlife.org.au) 
My area(s) of interest are:   
Financial Member Only  
Wildlife Rescuer  
Wildlife Rehabilitator  
Rescue Hotline  
Operator 

Do you hold a current license for any native species? 
 Yes  No ______________ If YES please provide details: 
Have you ever been convicted of an offence under the NSW National Parks & Wildlife Act 1974, the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 1979 or any other similar legislation? 
 Yes  No ______________ If YES please provide details: 
Have you ever been convicted of an offence under the NSW National Parks & Wildlife Act 1974, the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 1979 or any other similar legislation? 
 Yes  No ______________ If YES please provide details: 
Do you know, or have been a member of another organisation which does similar wildlife rescue and 
rehabilitation work to the NATF Inc? 

 Yes  No ______________If YES please provide details: What experience have you had with native 
wildlife? 

Personal Declaration 
Under the current Privacy Laws, we seek your permission to pass on your basic details (your name, address, e-mail 
contact and phone number only) to members of NATF to assist with rescue and other general matters. 
All native fauna held in care by the NATF Inc. members is subject to National Parks Wildlife Service NSW licence GL 
100 40. Members who wish to become involved in the care and rehabilitation of native fauna are required to undertake 
approved training and have facilities approved before the appropriate authority may be issued. Persons under 18 years 
are not permitted to rescue and rehabilitate native fauna. The Management Committee shall have the right to refuse 
membership to any applicant or may refuse to renew any membership. In no case shall the Committee be required to 
give any reasons for the rejection of the application. 

 
I hereby agree to abide be the terms and conditions of the Constitution of the Native Animal Trust Fund Inc and if 
authorised as a Rescuer/Rehabilitator, to meet the conditions contained in the General Licence GL100 40 and 
Rescuer/Rehabilitator Policy of the NATF Inc. 

Signature: __________________________________________  Date: Membership 
period July 1 – June 30 

Please complete this form and send with the members hip fee to : 
NATF Wildlife Rescue Service, Membership Officer PO  Box 1052 Toronto NSW 2283  

Membership Fees: 
Single adult membership $45.00 ______ Family membership $100.00 ______ Sole parent family membership $50.00  
Applicant/s Details  

Public Awareness  
Education  
Fund Raising  
Technology Support  
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